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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ICFTU, ELAB, TS 

SUB J : ICFTU DELEGATION TO TUNISIA 

REFS: (A) BRUSSELS 3184; (B) TUNIS 1357 

1 . THE SECRETARIAT OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION 
OF FREE TRADE UNIONS (ICFTU) ISSUED A PRESS REEF, ASF, 

FEB. 22 ON THE RECENT VISIT OF AN ICFTU DELEGATION TO 
TUNIS. EXCEPT FOR A FINAL PARAGRAPH LISTING DELEGATION 
MEMBERS (REF A) , THE RELEASE IS QUOTED IN FULL BELOW: 
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BEGIN TEXT: 

THE TOP LEVEL TRADE UNION DELEGATION WHICH VISITED TUNIS 
FROM FEBRUARY 19 TO 21 HAS OBTAINED SOME SATISFACTION 
FROM THE FACT THAT IT HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET HABIB 
ACHOUR, THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE TUNISIAN TRADE UNION 
FEDERATION UGTT, WHO HAS BEEN IN PRISON SINCE JANUARY 28 
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TOGETHER WITH NUMEROUS OTHER TRADE UNIONISTS, INCLUDING 
TEN OTHER MEMBERS OF THE UGTT EXECUTIVE. THE DELEGATION 
WAS, HOWEVER, SHOCKED TO FIND THAT NO CHARGES HAVE BEEN 
BROUGHT SO FAR AGAINST THOSE DETAINED. 

THE GENERAL STRIKE OF JANUARY 26, WHICH WAS A MANIFESTA- 
TION OF THE GROWING DISCONTENT OF THE TUNISIAN WORKERS 
WITH THE DETERIORATING ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL SITUATION, 
HAPPENED AT A TIME OF HIGH POLITICAL TENSION AND ALL 
KINDS OF POLITICAL FACTIONS HAVE TRIED TO EXPLOIT IT FOR 
THEIR OWN ENDS. 

BUT IN ANY CASE, THE DELEGATION IS OF THE OPINION THAT 
DEMOCRACY CANNOT BE DEFENDED BY UNDEMOCRATIC MEANS. 
THAT IS WHY IT CONDEMNS, ONCE AGAIN, THE ARRESTS OF 
TRADE UNIONISTS AND THE BLOODY SUPPRESSION ON THE DAY 
OF THE STRIKE ITSELF. 

THE ICFTU WILL CONTINUE TO FOLLOW EVENTS IN TUNISIA 
WITH THE GREATEST ATTENTION, AND WILL TAKE ALL EFFECTIVE 
ACTION TO OBTAIN THE LIBERATION OF TRADE UNION RIGHTS. 

IT WILL KEEP ITS MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS INFORMED OF THE 
TUNISIAN SITUATION AND WILL ASK THEM TO INTERVENE WITH 
THEIR GOVERNMENTS SO THAT PRESSURE IS EXERTED ON 
TUNISIA IN ORDER TO OBTAIN THESE GOALS. END TEXT. 
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2. AT A PRESS CONFERENCE AT WHICH ABOVE STATEMENT WAS 
RELEASED, ICFTU GENERAL SECRETARY OTTO KERSTEN WAS 
ASKED WHETHER THE ICFTU WAS GOING TO ACCEPT AN 
INVITATION TO ATTEND THE FEB. 25-26 UGTT EXTRAORDINARY 
CONGRESS, AND HE REPLIED THAT THE ICFTU WOULD NOT RPT 
NOT BE PRESENT. HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO AN ICFTU SOURCE, 

A REUTERS DISPATCH IN FRENCH FEB. 22 SOMEHOW LEFT 
OUT THE NEGATIVE. THE ICFTU HAS ASKED REUTERS TO SEND 
OUT A CORRECTION. HINTON 
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